
I T I N E R A RY

Bathurst for Little Explorers



F O U R - DAY  FA M I LY  S E L F  D R I V E  I T I N E R A RY

The Bathurst region, situated in Wiradjuri Country, is a giant playground for big and 
little kids with a variety of family-friendly attractions that are perfect for any time of 
the year to excite and delight every imagination.

B AT H U R ST  F U N  FACT S

The largest mass of 
alluvial gold ever found 

was unearthed 
at Hill End in 1872 

weighing over 250kg!

A tree in Machattie Park 
was grown from a Biblical 
man’s staff in England in 

61 A.D.

The fence around 
Bathurst Courthouse was 

once rumoured to be strong 
enough to stop elephants 

from getting in.



G E T T I N G  T O  B AT H U R ST

DRIVE

3 hours along the Great Western 
Highway from Sydney.

3 hours via Crookwell 
from Canberra.

4.5 hours via the M1 and Great 
Western Highway from 

Newcastle.

TRAIN

Daily XPT Service to Central.

Twice Daily Bathurst Bullet Service  
to Central.

Connecting Coach services to the  
Blue Mountains Line  

at Lithgow.

FLY

Sydney to Bathurst twice 
weekly on Mondays and 

Fridays.

G E T T I N G  T O  B AT H U R ST



BATHURST
to Sydney

to Mudgee

to Orange

to Cowra

to Oberon

to Canberra

B AT H U R ST  Villa ges
Hill End

Sofala

Wattle Flat

Peel

Yetholme

TaranaO’Connell

Trunkey Creek

Rockley

Perthville

Sunny Corner

Chifley  
Dam



DAY  1  -  M O R N I N G

How ‘bout that ride in? Guess that’s why they call it 
Gold Country. After being welcomed to town by the 
Big Gold Panner statue, pull off the Great Western 
Highway into the Bathurst Visitor Information 
Centre. 

Bathurst Visitor Information Centre has everything 
you need to get ready for your Bathurst adventure. 
Come inside and pick up brochures and maps 
or chat with a friendly local for their insights on 
hidden gems, travel tips, itinerary suggestions, 
directions and more. You can even book tickets 
to most local attractions and accommodation 
providers on the spot before you head off.  

There is an EV charging station to power up for 
your road trip, accessible toilet facilities and the 
Harvest Café & Store for a cuppa and a delicious 
meal. Caravan and trailer parking is also available, 
with a potable water refilling station for those 
heading further off the beaten track.  



DAY  1  -  M O R N I N G

There is a little bit of time before checking in 
to your accommodation. Time to get loco at the 
Bathurst Rail Museum. 

The Bathurst Rail Museum brings the history of 
Bathurst as a railway town to life. The former 
Railway Institute Building was an important hub 
for railway workers and their families during the 
construction of the Main Western Line. A modern 
extension has since brought the building back 
to life, and now houses a collection of artefacts, 
displayed alongside videos of former workers 
giving personal recollections of what life was like 
on the Railway, and a scale model of the Bathurst 
to Tarana line with working trains that will impress 
big and little kids.  

Budding engineers will love exploring through 
creative play in the Kids Central zone, which has 
the world’s largest fixed Brio set next to the cutest 
mini–Bathurst Train Station cubby house. 



DAY  1  -  A F T E R N O O N

Check in to your accommodation. There are plenty 
of family-friendly options to stay in the Bathurst 
region, from a modern motel right on Mount 
Panorama/ Wahluu, to living like a local in a self-
contained CBD cottage, or a picturesque property 
on the outskirts of town.

Before dinner, burn off some energy at the 
Bathurst Adventure Playground. Everyone’s 
favourite playground in Bathurst has a flying fox, 
giant slide, and stockman’s maze. There is also a 
variety of play equipment and hidden dinosaurs 
to discover. Toilet and barbeque facilities are 
available if you want to make it a picnic playdate.

Satisfy hungry tummies with the delicious kids 
menu at The George Hotel for dinner, parents will 
be impressed with the sophisticated adults menu 
as well as a local wine list to match.



DAY  2  -  M O R N I N G

Grab one of Bathurst’s best breakfasts at The Hub, before heading on a day trip adventure to 
Bathurst’s famous gold-rush era villages to the north. The first stop is Sofala, about a 40-minute 
drive away, where you can stretch your legs along the historic streets of this tiny town. Sofala hasn’t 
changed much since the time of the Gold Rush, it’s a bit like going back in time. Pick up a souvenir 
or some camping or fossicking supplies and a snack from the Sofala Collective general store before 
hitting the road again to Hill End. 

When you get to Hill End, a further 20-minute drive from Sofala, you will discover what life was like on 
the goldfields in the 1870s, where thousands descended on the village to try and strike it lucky. Some 
did, with the largest mass of alluvial gold ever being found at Hill End during the Gold Rush, and it 
weighed over 250 kilos! (That’s more than Dad). But the boom soon went bust, and Hill End shrank to a 
population of just over 100 people today.  

Relics of the Gold Rush still exist in Hill End including churches and mining cottages, mine shafts, and 
artefacts. You can still pan for gold in the public fossicking area, take a tour with a local guide for your 
best shot at finding some of the shiny stuff.  

There is also the Hill End General Store and Cafe for lunch when you’re hungry with delicious 
homemade cakes and slices, and giant sandwiches. And you can even stay the night in Hill End. NSW 
National Parks and Wildlife Services offer several awesome accommodation options, whether it’s 
camping, or staying in an old miner’s cottage or bank.



DAY  2  -  M O R N I N G

To get the complete low-down on the Gold Rush era, you have to 
visit History Hill Museum. Local Gold Rush historian and expert 
Malcolm has been operating this museum for decades and has 
collected thousands of artefacts that give a fascinating insight 
into Hill End’s glitzy and sometimes gory past.  

Go underground in a restored mine shaft to learn about mining 
practices and the formation of alluvial gold.   



DAY  2  -  A F T E R N O O N
Back in Bathurst, it’s time for an afternoon sugar 
hit. Annie’s Old-Fashioned Ice Cream Parlour is an 
institution on the corner of King’s Parade. You will 
regularly see a line out the door, even in the winter 
months! The local’s flavour favourites are Sofala 
Gold or Bridle Track, a fitting tribute to savour 
after your northern villages’ adventure.  

Bathurst Town Square is an oasis for families, with 
the grand central garden Machattie Park playing 
host to family picnics year-round. There is ample 
space for the kids to play an epic game of hide and 
seek throughout the park’s Victorian-era features, 
and the duck pond is a delight to people young or 
old. Or to learn more, take a self-guided virtual 
tour by downloading the ‘Bathurst Step Beyond’ 
App.  

Many of Bathurst’s favourite restaurants are 
dotted around the Bathurst Town Square and there 
are options fit for any taste. Try succulent meats, 
creamy hummus, and fresh tabouli at Maaloufs 
Lebanese restaurant, or catch dinner with some 
local live music at The Victoria Bathurst. 



DAY  3  -  M O R N I N G

Rise and shine, it’s time to get your hands dirty helping out on 
a real working farm in Perthville, another one of Bathurst’s tiny 
villages, just 10 minutes’ drive from the Bathurst CBD. 

Barcoos Farmstays offer day visits where you can learn about 
life on the farm, and feed the lambs, chickens, alpacas, and 
Georgie the pig, but you’ll have to get her to do a trick first. 



DAY  3  -  A F T E R N O O N

After a quick bath, learn about the creation of 
life on Earth at the Australian Fossil and Mineral 
Museum. 

A collection of real fossils, gems and minerals are 
beautifully arranged inside the former Bathurst 
Public School House, built in 1876. Go on a journey 
through the Triassic, Jurassic, and Cretaceous 
periods, and come out with knowledge your 
science teacher can be proud of. And make sure to 
get a selfie with the resident T-Rex skeleton from 
the mezzanine level.

A sandwich with fresh, hot bread from one of our 
many bakeries in town makes the perfect lunch 
before your next adenture. 



DAY  3  -  A F T E R N O O N

Visiting Abercrombie House is a must on any 
Bathurst itinerary, but it’s especially awe-inspiring 
to families. A self-guided tour feels like wandering 
through your very own castle - fit for any young 
royal. The 52-room house was built in the 1870s as 
an ode to the great Scottish homes early pioneers 
had left on their journey to Australia.  

Abercrombie House has been lovingly restored 
to its original condition over several generations 
to give you an idea of what life was like for very 
wealthy people in the early days of European 
settlement in Bathurst. Keep your eye out for 
regular special events held at the House like 
the famous High Tea, or Kids Night Tours during 
school holidays.  



DAY  4  -  M O R N I N G

Your visit to Bathurst wouldn’t be complete without doing a lap of the 
famous Mount Panorama/ Wahluu motor racing circuit. Yes, you can 
really drive around the racetrack, that is when the race cars aren’t 
using it. 

But first, you can get an idea of what it’s like to go around the mountain 
at full speed in a V8 Supercar at the National Motor Racing Museum 
in their Immersive Room. There is also a huge collection of cars, 
motorbikes and racing memorabilia from the legendary motor races that 
have been held in Bathurst over the years. 

At the summit, walk along the Mount Panorama/ Wahluu Skyline 
Boardwalk with amazing views back over Bathurst and Wiradjuri 
Country. The perfect farewell to your Bathurst experience. 



#Vis itBa thur s t
#St epBeyond WWW.BATHURSTREGION.COM.AU

/VisitBathurstNSW

@visitbathurst


